Raising the bar on school bus safety

Kids are safe in collisions, other drivers at risk
Published : Thursday, 15 Dec 2011, 10:18 PM EST By Anne Schieber

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (WOOD) - The crash that killed a Coopersville teenage brother and sister on Wednesday raised questions
about the construction of school buses and whether they increase the risk of fatality for drivers who strike the buses.

Bruce Privacky, 16, and his 13-year-old sister Toni were killed instantly when their Subaru slammed into the back of a
Coopersville school bus, becoming lodged under the back end.

The Subaru failed to stop when the bus put on its flashing lights and came to a complete stop. It is not yet clear why the Subaru failed
to stop.

School buses are built to protect bus riders. They are intentionally built to be far off the ground, away from traffic. The design seems
to be working. Bus experts say there are typically no more than 11 fatalities of children in buses each year.

"This is a vehicle designed to protect the children inside," Gary Bubar of the Michigan Association for Pupil Transportation told 24
Hour News 8 in a phone interview on Thursday.

That is not the case for the vehicle that collides into the bus.
"A school bus is nothing more than a modified truck," said Art Yeager of the Center for Auto Safety.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, there were 1,386 fatalities in accidents involving school buses
between 2000 and 2009. Of those fatalities, 72% were the occupants of the other vehicles.
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